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Abstract  
The poor development of many basic education schools in Delta State has 

warranted the researchers to understudy the extent of adoption of child-friendly 

school model for revitalizing basic education for sustainable development in 

Delta State. Three research questions guided the study. Descriptive survey 

research design was adopted in the study. Population for the study constituted a 

total of 1, 758 participants made up of 679 Early Childhood Care and 

Development Education (ECCDE) care givers from the ECCDE centres and 

one thousand and seventy-nine (1,079) head teachers from the public primary 

schools within thethree Senatorial Districts in Delta State. The sample size for 

the study comprised a total of 880 respondents which consisted of 340 ECCE 

care givers and 540head teachers selected using proportionate stratified 

random sampling technique. The sample was drawn at 50% out of the entire 

population of care givers and head teachers from the ECCE centres and public 

primary schools within the three Senatorial Districts in Delta State. Instrument 

for data collection involved a questionnaire developed by the researchers for 

the care givers and head teachers titled “Adoption of Child-Friendly School 

Model for Revitalizing Basic Education for Sustainable Development 

Questionnaire (ACFSMRBESDQ)” which contained 22 items. The instrument 

was validated by three experts from the Department of Educational 

Management and Foundations, Faculty of Education, Delta State University, 

Abraka. Reliability of the research instrument was established through a pilot-

test. Data gathered from the pilot-test conducted were analyzed using 

Cronbach Alpha method. This yielded coefficient reliability values of 0.84, 0.78 

and 0.88, for each of the three clusters with an overall coefficient of internal 

consistency of 0.83. Data collected were analyzed using only mean statistics 



2 
 

 
Multidisciplinary Journal of Academic Excellence, Volume 21 No 1, August, 2021. ISSN 2141 - 3215 

rated at 2.50 and standard deviation for answering all the research questions. 

Findings of the study indicated among others that the extent of adoption of the 

child-friendly school for revitalizing basic education for sustainable 

development in Delta State was to a low extent. Among the recommendations 

made werethat; the Delta State Government should provide adequate financial 

support to basic education through sufficient budgetary allocation which will 

empower schools to promote academically effective school environment to a 

high extent, necessary for revitalizing and adoption of the child friendly school 

model for sustainable development in the State. 

 
 

Keywords: Adoption, Child-Friendly School, Model, Revitalizing, Basic 

Education, Sustainable Development  

 

Introduction 

 Education is very crucial for human empowerment and sustainable 

development especially in this present 21
st
 century. Education, serving as an 

important tool for sustainable development enhances socio-economic, political, 

cultural and environmental development for both present and future 

generations. Sustainable development (SD) is the long-term stability of the 

economy and environment; this is only achievable through the integration and 

acknowledgement of economic, environmental, educational and social concerns 

throughout the decision-making process (Emas, 2015).Simply speaking 

sustainable development means the development which should keep going. 

Sustainable development is a process in which natural resource base is not 

allowed to deteriorate and such development is everlasting (Emas, 

2015).According to the Federal Republic of Nigeria (FRN, 2013), education is 

an instrument „par excellence‟ for social transformation,economic 

reconstruction and sustainable development. Education at the basic education 

level enables every child to acquire functional skills and competencies 

necessary for self-reliance. It is crucial for the promotion of the physical, 

emotional and psychological development of all children. Basic education 

which was introduced by the past President Olusegun Obasanjo‟s 

administration in the year 1999, as further highlighted by the Federal Republic 

of Nigeria (FRN, 2013) in the National Policy on Education (NPE) is given to 

children aged 0-15 years. Basic education encompasses the Early Childhood 

Care and Development Education (0-4) situated in a daycare,creche, 

kindergarten or nursery; and 10 years of formal schooling which incorporates 

1-year pre-primary education, 6 years of primary education and 3 years of 

junior secondary education (FRN, 2013, p.5). 

The goals of basic education are to provide the child with diverse basic 

knowledge and skills for entrepreneurship, wealth generation and educational 
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development; develop patriotic young people equipped with the competences to 

contribute to social development and in the performance of their civic 

responsibilities; inculcate values and raise morally upright individuals capable 

of independent thinking and who appreciate dignity of labour; inspire national 

consciousness and harmonious co-existence, irrespective of differences in 

endowment, religion, colour, ethnic and socioeconomic background; and 

provide opportunities for the child to develop manipulative skills that will 

enable the child to function effectively in the society within the limits of the 

child‟s capability (FRN, 2013, p.6). The aforementioned goals of basic 

education cannot be effectively realized without adopting appropriate forms of 

complementary approachesfor the promotion of a functional and qualitative 

basic education programme in the country.Therefore, adoption of the child-

friendly school (CFS) model and initiative is one means towards revitalizing 

and achieving the goals of basic education for promotion of sustainable 

development in the Nigerian society. Olaleye (2009) stated that, in order to 

address the deplorable state of affairs in Nigerian schools, the Nigerian 

Government worked with UNICEF to establish child friendly school model. 

The child friendly school model is a comprehensive approach that relates all 

aspects of reforms in education and which puts the child at the center of 

alternative in all school activities.The child-friendly school (CFS) model 

according to Enueme (2014), John and Wheeler (2008), Njue (2013) and 

UNICEF (2009a) is based on the simple premise that for revitalizing basic 

education and sustainable development, schools can and should operate in the 

best interest of the child. This means that the school environment must be safe, 

healthy and protective, staffed with trained teachers, equipped with adequate 

resources and offer conditions appropriate for learning. Furthermore, the child-

friendly school (CFS) model urges that schools especially basic education 

schools, should have or create an environment where learning can become fun. 

Such schools must act in the best interest of the child, are inclusive and gender-

sensitive, provide adequate basic amenities and sanitation facilities, likewise, 

provide school-based health and nutritional services. Any school operating the 

child-friendly school (CFS) model should embrace a philosophy that fosters 

equality, equity and respect for human rights and participation of all children, 

alongside with instructional programmes that promotes relevant life-skills, 

community involvement and participation, and a child centred style of teaching 

and learningfor sustainable development (Enueme, 2014; Njue, 2013). In 

adopting the child-friendly school (CFS) modelat the basic education level, 

quality is important and the watchword, what‟s more, revitalizing and 

improving quality basic education can also lead to gains in access, gender 

Extent of Adoption of Child-Friendly…… 
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equity, empowerment and learning achievement for sustainable development 

(UNICEF, 2009b). However, the child-friendly school (CFS) model as further 

indicated by Enueme (2014) proposed that children irrespective of their gender, 

religion, socio-economic status, among others, reach their highest potentials. 

Schools and education systems must therefore, provide conditions and 

resources necessary for achieving quality standards. The scope of the CFS 

model which is necessary for revitalizing basic education for sustainable 

development includes a multidimensional coverage which demands that 

schools incorporatesuch factors as the provision of a right-based and inclusive 

schooling, safe and protective schooling, gender sensitive schooling, 

academically effective schooling, health promoting schooling and community 

engaged schooling.  

Describing the above factors in the model, Enuemefurther opined 

thatpromoting a right-based and inclusive schooling requires that schools be 

open to and welcoming of all children without exception. This means that 

schools should not stereotype, exclude or discriminate on the basis of 

individual differences like racial, ethnic, economic status, social status, 

religious and social groups. Here, the rights of children should be respected. 

Safe and protective schooling ensures that both lives and properties of all 

individuals in the school are safe.A safe and protective schooling refers to an 

environment that protects the physical, emotional and psychological well-being 

of children. In schools, children should be protected from physical harm and 

injuries, as well as verbal, physical, emotional and sexual abuse including 

indirect form of abuse such as discrimination, exclusion and isolation by peers 

(Enueme, 2014; Njue, 2013). Enueme further observed that in most schools‟ 

children are sexually abused and molested, and physical threats such as 

bullying, harassments, fighting and violent acts are also found. Gender sensitive 

schooling promotes parity in the enrolment and achievement of girls and boys. 

In essence, school are required under the CFS model to promote a non-violent 

interaction on the playground, in class, and among staff and pupils. All 

members of the school community should contribute to the implementation of 

appropriate strategies that create and maintain a safe and supportive learning 

environment. Schools should therefore, reduce constraints to gender equality 

and eliminate gender stereotypes, promote flexible classroom arrangements, 

provide facilities, curricula and learning processes that are welcoming to the 

girl child.Academically effective schooling requires schoolsto provide a 

conducive learning environment with adequate access to human and material 

resources for all children. Also, learning must be child-centered in order to 

promote active participatory learning and teamwork. Schools should promote 
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resource-rich environment through the provisions of educational resources such 

as instructional materials, teaching aids, standard laboratories, workshops, 

studios, updated libraries and space, well-furnished/decent classrooms and 

space, qualified teachers, effective guidance and counselling programmes, 

counselling clinics, career resource centres, information centres, effective 

curricular and information and communication technologies, among others 

should be adequately provided in the school in order to promote an 

academically effective school (Enueme, 2014; FRN, 2013). The content of 

school curriculum should incorporate the local and national values based, 

include pivotal areas such as literacy, numeracy, life skills and peace education, 

in order to develop children cognitive, affective and psychomotor domains. 

Health promoting schooling demands that schools should have healthy, safe, 

caring and joyful environment through the provision of adequate water and 

sanitation facilities for boys and girls and supplementary feeding programmes. 

In promoting a healthy school environment, the FRN (2013) indicated that 

schoolsshould provide health and nutritional services such as sickbay/school 

health clinics, child-friendly gender toilet facilities separate for male and 

female, portable water points within the school compound and sanitation 

activities, well-equipped First Aid box for emergency care, scale for monitoring 

growth, immunization services, sports and recreational facilities. Community 

engaged schooling emphasizes thatchildren, parents, communities, employers, 

political leaders, etc. all have a role to play in determining the structure, content 

and process of education. It is only through community engagement that CFS 

can claim to be fulfilling children‟s right to education. Therefore, community 

engagement in schools can be strengthened by establishing networks and 

encouraging parents, local government, community organizations, alumni 

associations, private individuals and other civil society to participate in the 

management as well as financing of education for the well-being of children 

(Enueme, 2014).  

With thedevastating state and poor development of many basic 

education schools in Nigeria and Delta State inclusive, adoption of the CFS 

model remains something that is questionable and a quest yet to be effectively 

accomplished.Scholars and researchers like Cobanoglu and Sevim 

(2019),Enueme (2014), Hermino (2017),Misraand Castillo (2004), Njue (2013), 

Olaleye (2009), UNICEF (2009a& c)and others observed that many of the 

basic education schools in the country are in a very bad shape. Facilities in 

many schools are grossly inadequate. Specifically, facilities such as electricity, 

medical facilities, physical facilities and school buildings, classroom furniture, 

teachers, among others are not adequate. Most schools have such pathetic 

Extent of Adoption of Child-Friendly…… 
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pictures as: crumbling/collapsing walls, leaking roofs, lack of furniture, poor 

sanitation and hygiene, lack of portable water, poorly qualified and 

demotivated teachers and unsatisfactory school-community collaborations, etc. 

The above bad situation of schools creates difficulties for the adoption the 

child-friendly school (CFS) model especially in basic education. Observations 

shows that many basic education schools in Delta State are in poor and 

devastating state. Many basic education schools as observed by UNICEF 

(2005), UNICEF (2009c)and Olaleye (2009) can no longer render efficient and 

quality services. This poor situation is also not too far from Delta State. This 

situation has equally motivated the researchers to conduct the present study in 

order to examinethe extent of adoption of child-friendly school model for 

revitalizing basic education for sustainable development; by looking at some of 

the CFS models. If basic education school are to attain their goals, schools must 

therefore, adopt the CFS modelfor their revitalization and sustainability. 

Significant changes can only come in when appropriate model like the CFS 

model is effectively adopted in the school system, which also stand to serve 

both the present and future generations. It is however upon this background that 

the present study sought to investigate the extent of adoption of child-friendly 

school model for revitalizing basic education for sustainable development in 

Delta State 

 

Statement of the Problem 

 Basic education is an educational programme which offers children 

opportunities to develop their skills and potentials for effective contributions in 

the national economy. Quality basic education however, stands out as an 

educational programme necessary for sustainable development. Children at the 

early encounter of education needs to be equipped with rightly skills, abilities, 

knowledge and information that will help them develop themselves for active 

participation in the society for sustainable development. Observations shows 

that many schools in the country are in devastating and deplorable situations 

because of their inabilities to solve their problems. Many basic education 

schools in Nigeria and Delta State inclusive are devoid of problems such as 

dilapidated infrastructure, overcrowded classrooms, shortage of teaching and 

teaching/learning resources, unconducive learning atmosphere, teacher-related 

problems, insecurity challenges, underdevelopment, among others. All these 

problems and challenges which requires revitalizing basic education 

programmes through the adoption of child-friendly school model for 

sustainable development raises concern for the researchers and other education 

stakeholders.For effective revitalization of basic education for sustainable 
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development in Delta State, adequate considerations should be given to 

adoption of child-friendly school model. The issue relating to the failure in 

adopting the child-friendly school modelwhich has causedthe 

underdevelopment of many basic education schools has equally created a gap 

that needs to be filled by the present study. However, the need towards finding 

out the extent of adoption of child-friendly school model for revitalizing basic 

education for sustainable development in Delta State is the problem of this 

study. 

 

Purpose of the Study 

 The purpose of this study is to determine the extent of adoption of child-

friendly school model for revitalizing basic education for sustainable 

development in Delta State. Specifically, the study ascertained the following: 

1. The extent to which an academically effective school environment 

ispromoted for adoption of child-friendly school model for revitalizing basic 

education for sustainable development in Delta State. 

2. The extent to which a healthy school environment is provided for adoption of 

child-friendly school model for revitalizing basic education for sustainable 

development in Delta State. 

3. The extent to which the community-based engaged school environment is 

promoted for adoption of child-friendly school model for revitalizing basic 

education for sustainable development in Delta State. 

 

Research Questions 

 The following three research questions guided the study: 

1. To what extent is an academically effective school environment promoted 

for adoption of child-friendly school model for revitalizing basic education 

for sustainable development in Delta State? 

2. To what extent is a healthy school environment provided for adoption of 

child-friendly school model for revitalizing basic education for sustainable 

development in Delta State? 

3. To what extent is a community-based engaged school environment promoted 

for adoption of child-friendly school model for revitalizing basic education 

for sustainable development in Delta State? 

 

Methods 

The descriptive survey research design was adopted in the study.This 

design was used to collect data from a sample of teachers in basic education 

schools, that is, public ECCE centres andprimary school in Delta State in order 

Extent of Adoption of Child-Friendly…… 
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to share their opinions concerning the study.Information gathered from the 

teachers was analyzed using a statistical tool in order to generalize and draw 

conclusion on the study.Population for the study constituted a total of 1,758 

participants made up of 679 Early Childhood Care and Development Education 

(ECCDE) care givers from the ECCDE centres and one thousand and seventy-

nine (1,079) head teachers from the public primary schools within the three 

Senatorial Districts in Delta State. The sample size for the study comprised a 

total of 880 respondents which consisted of 340 ECCE care givers and 540 

head teachers selected using proportionate stratified random sampling 

technique. The sample was drawn at 50% out of the entire population of care 

givers and head teachers from the ECCE centres and public primary schools 

within the three Senatorial Districts in Delta State. Instrument for data 

collection involved a questionnaire developed by the researchers for the care 

givers and head teachers titled “Adoption of Child-Friendly School Model for 

Revitalizing Basic Education for Sustainable Development Questionnaire 

(ACFSMRBESDQ)” which contained 22 items.Construction of the 

questionnaire was guided by the purpose of the study and research questions. 

Items in the questionnaire were organized in three clusters and structured on a 

4-point scale weighted as follows: Very High Extent (VHE) - 4, High Extent 

(HE) - 3, Low Extent (LE) - 2, Very Low Extent (VLE) – 1, in order to answer 

the research questions 1 to 3.  

The instrument was validated by three experts from the Department of 

Educational Management and Foundations, Faculty of Education, Delta State 

University, Abraka. Reliability of the research instrument was established 

through a pilot-test. Data gathered from the pilot-test conducted were analyzed 

using Cronbach Alpha method. This yielded coefficient reliability values of 

0.84, 0.78 and 0.88, for each of the three clusters with an overall coefficient of 

internal consistency of 0.83. An on-the-spot method and facial contact was also 

adopted by the researchers in distributing copies of the questionnaire to ensure 

maximum recovery of the questionnaire administered. The researchers 

employed the services of three research assistants during distribution of the 

questionnaire. The distribution took a period of one week. However, all the 880 

copies of questionnaire distributed to the teachers were retrieved at a 100% rate 

of return. Data collected were analyzed using only mean statistics rated at 2.50 

and standard deviation for answering all the research questions.The decision 

rule for interpreting the scores on each statement on the questionnaire was 

based on the mean scale, which was benchmarked on 2.50. Only mean scores 

of the respondents‟ statements which rated 2.50 and above were regarded as an 
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indication of high extent, while mean scores of the respondents‟ statements 

which rated below 2.50 was regarded as an indication of low extent. 

Results 

Research Question 1: To what extent is an academically effective school 

environment promoted for adoption of child-friendly school model for 

revitalizing basic education for sustainable development in Delta State? 
 

Table 1: Mean Scores and SD of Teachers on Extent to which an 

Academically Effective School Environment is promoted for Adoption of 

Child-Friendly School Model for Revitalizing Basic Education for 

Sustainable Development in Delta State 

N = 880 Teachers 

S/N Please kindly give your 

opinion concerning the 

extent to which an 

academically effective 

school environment is 

promoted in your school. 

The extent to which: 

VHE HE LE VLE X SD Decision 

1. The school is staffed with 

well trained and certified 

teachers with the right 

teaching qualifications and 

pedagogy for revitalization 

of the school 333 240 166 141 2.87 1.09 

 

 

 

High 

Extent 

2. The school is adequately 

equipped with varieties of 

modern technological 

teaching resources for its 

revitalization 109 132 288 351 2.00 1.02 

 

 

Low 

Extent 

3. The school infrastructure 

offers good conditions 

appropriate for learning for 

its revitalization 122 134 331 293 2.10 1.02 

 

 

Low 

Extent 
4. The curriculum is effective 

to promote all aspects of 

the child‟s cognitive, 

affective and psychomotor 

development 278 328 130 144 2.84 1.05 

 

 

High 

Extent 

5. Learning is made more 

experiential and practical 

for learners‟ development 163 149 269 299 2.20 1.10 

 

 

Low 

Extent of Adoption of Child-Friendly…… 
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and revitalization of the 

school 
Extent 

6. Teachers are adequately 

motivated through their 

constant engagement in in-

service training 

programmes, adequate 

remunerations, etc for 

revitalization of the school   130 139 291 320 2.09 1.05 

 

 

 

 

Low 

Extent 

7. Appropriate class-size is 

provided and maintained 

for revitalization of the 

school 146 178 268 288 2.21 1.07 

 

Low 

Extent 

 Grand Mean Score & SD   

= 

    

2.33 1.11 

Low 

Extent 

 

Analysis of data from Table 1 indicates that items 1 and 4 were rated above 

2.50 of the acceptable mean score by the teachers to show their agreement with 

the statements. All other items 2, 3, 5, 6and 7 were rated below 2.50 of the 

acceptable mean score by the teachers to show their disagreement with the 

statements. The grand mean score of 2.33 and standard deviation (SD) of 1.11 

indicates closeness in the teachers‟ responses. This result however reveals that 

the extent to which an academically effective school environment is promoted 

for adoption of the child-friendly school model for revitalizing basic education 

for sustainable development in Delta State was to a low extent. 

Research Question 2: To what extent is a healthy school environment provided 

for adoption of child-friendly school model for revitalizing basic education for 

sustainable development in Delta State. 

 

Table 2: Mean Scores and SD of Teachers on Extent to which a Healthy 

School Environment is provided for Adoption of Child-Friendly School 

Model for Revitalizing Basic Education for Sustainable Development in 

Delta State 

N = 880 Teachers 

S/N Please kindly give your 

opinion concerning the 

extent to which a healthy 

school environment is 

provided in your school. 

The extent to which: 

VHE HE LE VLE X SD Decision 

8. Adequate gender toilets for 100 154 337 289 2.07 0.98  

Academic Excellence 
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male and female are 

provided in the school for 

its revitalization 

Low 

Extent 

9. Supplementary nutritional 

services and feeding 

programmes is provided in 

the school for its 

revitalization 109 178 282 311 2.10 1.02 

 

 

Low 

Extent 

10. Portable water points are 

provided within the school 

environment for its 

revitalization 131 165 289 295 2.15 1.05 

 

Low 

Extent 

11. Well equipped 

sickbay/clinic is provided 

to protect children from 

harm or injury in the school 156 171 300 253 2.26 1.06 

 

 

Low 

Extent 
12. Well-equipped first aid box 

for emergency care of child 

in the school 144 156 361 219 2.26 1.01 

 

Low 

Extent 
13. Services of cleaners are 

provided for sanitation in 

the school compound for its 

revitalization 153 161 265 301 2.19 1.09 

 

 

Low 

Extent 
14. Adequate sports facilities 

which serve for fitness 

purposes for revitalization 

of the school 188 201 254 237 2.39 1.10 

 

Low 

Extent 

15. The school provided 

immunization services for 

children‟s care and 

revitalization of the school 123 174 292 291 2.15 1.03 

 

 

Low 

Extent 
 Grand Mean Score & SD   

= 

    

2.19 1.05 

Low 

Extent 

 

Analysis of data from Table 2 indicates that none of the items from 8 to 15 

were rated above 2.50 of the acceptable mean score by the teachers to show 

their agreement with any of the statements. All other items were rated below 

2.50 of the acceptable mean score by the teachers to show their disagreement 

with the statements. The grand mean score of 2.19 and standard deviation (SD) 

of 1.05 indicates closeness in the teachers‟ responses. This result however 

reveals that the extent to which a healthy school environment is provided for 

Extent of Adoption of Child-Friendly…… 
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adoption of the child-friendly school model for revitalizing basic education for 

sustainable development in Delta State was to a low extent. 

Research Question 3: To what extent is a community-based engaged school 

environment promoted for adoption of child-friendly school model for 

revitalizing basic education for sustainable development in Delta State?    

 

 

Table 3: Mean Scores and SD of Teachers on Extent to which a 

Community-Based Engaged School Environment is promoted for 

Adoption of Child-Friendly School Model for Revitalizing Basic Education 

for Sustainable Development in Delta State 

N = 880 Teachers 

S/N Please kindly give your 

opinion concerning the 

extent to which a 

community-based 

engaged school 

environment is promoted 

in your school.  

The extent to which: 

VHE HE LE VLE X SD Decision 

16. The school forms strong 

collaborations and links 

with the immediate 

community for its 

revitalization 122 243 265 250 2.27 1.02 

 

 

Low 

Extent 

17. The school makes room for 

active participation of 

community members in the 

decision-making processes 

for its revitalization 160 191 280 249 2.30 1.07 

 

 

Low 

Extent 

18. The community is allowed 

to participate in financial 

matters for revitalization of 

the school 184 203 270 223 2.40 1.08 

 

Low 

Extent 

19. PTA meetings are 

constantly organized for 

parents likewise other 

community members to 

discuss problems affecting 

the school‟s development 

for its revitalization 141 158 289 292 2.17 1.06 

 

 

 

Low 

Extent 

20. The school builds strong 140 160 350 230 2.24 1.01  
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networks with alumni 

association and the civil 

society in order to 

participate in the 

management of the school 

for its revitalization 

 

 

Low 

Extent 

21. The school authority is 

constantly accountable to 

the community members as 

means for revitalization of 

the school 152 173 295 260 2.25 1.06 

 

 

Low 

Extent 

22. The community actively 

participates in the 

development of school 

infrastructure through a 

strong school-community 

partnership  122 239 238 281 2.23 1.05 

 

 

Low 

Extent 

 Grand Mean Score & SD   

= 

    

2.26 1.05 

Low 

Extent 
 

Analysis of data from Table 3 indicates that none of the items from 16 to 22 

were rated above 2.50 of the acceptable mean score by the teachers to show 

their agreement with any of the statements. All other items were rated below 

2.50 of the acceptable mean score by the teachers to show their disagreement 

with the statements. The grand mean score of 2.26 and standard deviation (SD) 

of 1.05 indicates closeness in the teachers‟ responses. This result however 

reveals that the extent to which a community-based engaged school 

environment is promoted for adoption of the child-friendly school model for 

revitalizing basic education for sustainable development in Delta State was to a 

low extent. 

 

Discussions 

 Findings of the study generally indicated that the extent of adoption of 

the child-friendly school for revitalizing basic education for sustainable 

development in Delta State was to a low extent. The extent to which an 

academically effective school environment is promoted, a healthy school 

environment is provided and a community-based engaged school environment 

is promoted for adoption of the child-friendly school model for revitalizing 

basic education for sustainable development in Delta State were all to a low 

extent. On the issue concerning the extent to which an academically effective 

school environment is promoted, the finding indicated that the basic education 

schools to a low extentwere adequately equipped with varieties of modern 

Extent of Adoption of Child-Friendly…… 
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technological teaching resources for its revitalization and the schools‟ 

infrastructure to a low extent offered good conditions appropriate for learning 

for its revitalization. Also, to a low extent, learning was made more experiential 

and practical for learners‟ development and revitalization of the school. 

Teachers to a low extent were adequately motivated through their constant 

engagement in in-service training programmes, adequate remunerations, etc for 

revitalization of the school; and to a low extent appropriate class-size was 

provided and maintained for revitalization of the schools. This situation made it 

difficult for the adoption of the child-friendly school model for revitalizing 

basic education for sustainable development in Delta State. This finding 

corroborates with the study of Misraand Castillo (2004) which found out that 

the conditions of the classrooms were inadequate, as the classrooms were too 

small, lighting poor, the classrooms were filthy, the ventilation was lacking and 

atmosphere rowdy which led to increased stress for students and likewise, the 

emotion of students appear to be influential in the process of learning in the 

classroom. However, the importance of conditioning the atmosphere in the 

classroom is very important in fostering a comfortable atmosphere for students 

to learn, because with a good atmosphere is then iteration between students and 

students, and students with teachers will become better, and be able to 

minimize the potential for stress which will be felt by students (Hermino, 

2017). 

The UNICEF (2005) report also supporting the present study finding, 

indicated that 40% of children ages 6-11 years are not attending schools: 30% 

of those attending primary school drop-out and 54% only transit to Junior 

Secondary School. Many reasons have been cited as responsible for this 

situation. These include: the exponential growth in population leading to 

overcrowded classrooms. Resources are spread thinly to the extent that 

teaching-learning materials are inadequate for utilization. In a study, UNICEF 

(2009c)further reported that the physical plant issues remain a challenge in 

some schools in South Africa and Nicaragua. Findings from the school heads, 

teachers and parents in both countries indicated that many schools struggle with 

the maintenance of the school buildings. A finding that converged with the 

observations of the physical conditions of the school buildings that only 45% 

met the standards. Some school heads and teachers described serious 

weaknesses in classroom facilities and lamented that they did not have the 

resources to fix the problems.Olaleye (2009) in a study confirmed that the 

learning environment of the Nigerian child as one that lack basic amenities, 

space, teaching-learning equipment, health and sanitation facilities, substandard 

teaching methodologies and poorly motivated teachers. The economic Crunch 
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has led many parents to withdraw (or not even enroll) children from school for 

economic activities (hawking, domestic servants etc.) or early marriage. All 

these inadequacies lead to poor education which is the same as no education. 

The child then neither become literate nor be able to acquire critical like skills. 

But education must and should work for all children.Cobanoglu and Sevim 

(2019) in a study confirmed that there were inadequacies about special places 

(drama, music room, library, animal feeding area, sand pond, application 

garden) and qualities (sufficient space in sand pond and application garden, 

etc.) that increase the effectiveness of teaching. In fact, the ordinary activities 

of the child, such as running, climbing, jumping, walking, playing with water, 

sand, soil, support the physical development of the children and enable them to 

recognize their body and realize their abilities. This can be explained by the 

lack of space due to the large number of students. In this regard, the rapid 

expansion of preschool education causes quality problems and therefore, the 

education environment of these schools should be emphasized. It was also 

found out that most of the schools do not have a support training room and 

guidance service, although the education staff made efforts towards these 

children. The spaces and qualifications that increase the effectiveness of the 

teaching and learning processeswere also insufficient.The findings of Njue 

(2013) study deviates from the present study whichconfirmed thatthe provision 

of classroom facilities affects the implementation of Child-Friendly School 

Programme in public primary schools but it was revealed that the class sizes 

vary from as low as thirty up to sixty and that the number of classrooms in 

schools ranged from eleven and thirty-two. Schools have inclusive Child-

Friendly School classrooms where there is interactive teaching and learning 

methods like discussions and role play and other child-centered methods that 

promote equal participation and learning hence increasing learners‟ interest to 

learn and where teachers use locally available materials and learning space 

sufficient to all learners.  

It was found out that the extent to which a healthy school environment 

was provided for adoption of the child-friendly school model for revitalizing 

basic education for sustainable development in Delta State was to a low 

extent.This finding included that adequate gender toilets for male and female, 

supplementary nutritional services and feeding programmes, portable water 

points provided within the school environment for its revitalization, well-

equipped sickbay/clinic to protect children from harm or injury in the school, 

well-equipped first aid box for emergency care of child in the school,services of 

cleaners provided for sanitation in the school compound for its revitalization, 

adequate sports facilities which serve for fitness purposes for revitalization of 
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the school, and the school immunization services for children‟s care and 

revitalization of the school, were all provided to a low extent.The conditions of 

the basic education schools providing a healthy school environment to a low 

extent makes it difficult for adoption of the child-friendly school model for 

revitalizing basic education for sustainable development in Delta State. This 

finding deviates from Cobanoglu and Sevim (2019) study whichfound out that 

in terms of democratic participation, means were used by schools to ensure 

communication with the environment, in terms of healthy, safe and protective 

environment, physical requirements werefulfilled, and necessary measures are 

taken. Cobanoglu and Sevim (2019) study confirmed that ventilation and out-

of-school safety measures are not sufficient in the schools. The findings of Njue 

(2013) studyconfirmed that the classroom and sanitation facilities of the 

schools affected the implementation of Child-Friendly School programme in 

public primary schools. But the study findings reported that the sanitation and 

water status of the schools affected the implementation of Child-Friendly 

School Programme in public primary schools. Additionally, it was further 

revealed that all schools had separate toilets for girls and boys but lack enough 

water points to facilitate proper hygiene and good health. The finding of this 

present study also deviates from the directives of the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria (FRN, 2013) which demanded that for schools to promoting a healthy 

school environment, they should provide health and nutritional services such as 

sickbay/school health clinics, child-friendly gender toilet facilities separate for 

male and female, portable water points within the school compound and 

sanitation activities, well-equipped First Aid box for emergency care, scale for 

monitoring growth, immunization services, sports and recreational facilities. 

The finding of this study finally indicated that the extent to which a 

community-based engaged school environment was promoted for adoption of 

the child-friendly school model for revitalizing basic education for sustainable 

development in Delta State was to a low extent.  This finding included that to a 

low extent the basic education schools formed strong collaborations and links 

with the immediate community for its revitalization. The basic education 

schools to a low extent made room for active participation of community 

members in the decision-making processes for its revitalization; and also, to a 

low extent the community was allowed to participate in the financial matters 

for revitalization of the school. PTA meetings were to a low extent constantly 

organized for parents likewise other community members to discuss problems 

affecting the school‟s development for its revitalization. The school to a low 

extent built strong networks with alumni association and the civil society in 

order to participate in the management of the school for its revitalization. The 
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school authority was constantly accountable to the community members as 

means for revitalization of the school to a low extent. The community to a low 

extent actively participated in the development of school infrastructure through 

a strong school-community partnership. This finding does not corroborate with 

the findings of Njue (2013) study which discovered that there wasalso evidence 

of school community participation in the majority of the schools indicating high 

parental interest and support in the learning of the pupils. The study findings 

revealed that the majority of the school-community was actively involved in 

school activities and were equally represented by males and females in school 

committees. There was evidence of outreach activities done by school in the 

community to help the non-attending pupils attend school by parents who 

supported the learning of their children. The majority of parents participated in 

meetings showing that they were interested in the learning of their children; 

however, some cases of uninterested parents were also reported at a minimal 

level. The finding of the present deviates from Federal Republic of Nigeria 

(FRN, 2013) which directed that schools must collaborate with their immediate 

environment for their growth and development. In essence school-community 

partnerships or relationships must be highly strengthened for attainment of 

educational goals and objectives. All the findings of this study indicated that 

the adoption of the child friendly school model for revitalizing basic education 

for sustainable development in Delta State was still minimal.  

 

Conclusion 

Basic education is an indispensable tool for sustainable development in 

the society. Quality education likewise, the goals and objectives of basic 

education cannot be successfully attained without the adoption of the child 

friendly school model for revitalizing this system of education for sustainable 

development.However, the present study submits that the extent of adoption of 

the child-friendly school for revitalizing basic education for sustainable 

development in Delta State was to a low extent. The extent to which an 

academically effective school environment was promoted, a healthy school 

environment was provided and a community-based engaged school 

environment promoted for adoption of the child-friendly school model for 

revitalizing basic education for sustainable development in Delta State were all 

to a low extent. This sad conditions and poor state have necessitated education 

stakeholders in Delta State and far beyond to show priority interest towards 

resuscitating and revitalizing this programme(that is, basic education) by 

ensuring the adoption of the child-friendly school model for sustainable 

development. Failure to effectively adopt and integrate the child-friendly 
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school model in basic education, has negative consequences on the 

achievement of quality education and the products of this programme which 

prevents reaching sustainable development in the society. Upon this 

benchmark, recommendations were made below.   

 

Recommendations 

Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations 

have been made: 

1. Delta State Government should provide adequate financial support to basic 

education through sufficient budgetary allocation which will empower 

schools to promote academically effective school environmentto a high 

extent, necessary for revitalizing and adoption of the child friendly school 

modelfor sustainable development in the State. 

2.The school administrators should be encouraged and supported through 

sufficient funds to maintain a healthy school environment to a high extent 

which will aid the adoption of the child-friendly school model for revitalizing 

basic education for sustainable development in Delta State. 

3. School administrators should extensively to a high extent promote 

community-based engaged school environment for revitalizing basic 

education for sustainable development in Delta State. This can be 

strengthened through effective and strong school-community partnerships or 

relationships. 
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